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The popular understanding of white supremacy in the United States routinely 

suffers from a profound geographical and structural reductionism. For generations, the 

historical imagination has confined the mechanics of explicit racial terror and 

institutionalized xenophobia to the agrarian landscapes of the American South. In this 

truncated narrative, the Mason-Dixon line functions as a clean moral boundary. The 

American North—and the Mid-Atlantic region in particular—is conversely framed 

through a lens of progressive exceptionalism, cast as an urbanized, industrial, and 

inherently multicultural bastion that successfully resisted the virulent, explicit white 

supremacist movements of the Reconstruction and Jim Crow eras. 

This historical amnesia does not merely obscure the past; it fatally compromises 

our capacity to analyze the present. Racial hierarchy in America has never been a static 

regional pathology. Instead, it operates as a highly adaptive, institutional, and spatial 

technology that continually migrates, commercializes, and reformulates its rhetoric to 

capture dominant structures of civic power. 

In his foundational text, Hooded Americanism: The First Century of the Ku Klux 

Klan, historian David M. Chalmers systematically dismantles the myth of Northern 



immunity. Chalmers documents how the "Second Klan" of the 1920s—re-engineered as 

a modern, corporate, and fraternal enterprise—achieved its most formidable and 

lucrative triumphs not in the rural swamplands of Mississippi, but within the rapidly 

industrializing, urbanizing, and suburbanizing corridors of the American North and West. 

Nowhere was this shifting transformation more vivid, or its long-term institutional 

legacy more enduring, than in the state of New Jersey. Under the aggressive leadership 

of Grand Dragon Arthur H. Bell, a former vaudeville performer turned legal and financial 

architect, the New Jersey Realm of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan synthesized mass 

entertainment, fraternal consumption, and commercial real estate speculation into a 

potent empire of what they termed "100% Americanism." 

To fully comprehend the structural durability of Bell’s project, however, 

Chalmers’s exhaustive institutional data must be cross-examined with and elevated by 

critical race historiography. The institutional history of the Klan cannot be fully 

understood in a vacuum; it must be mapped onto the shifting socioeconomic 

architecture of "whiteness" itself. The seminal scholarship of David Roediger, Nell Irvin 

Painter, and Walter Greason provides the precise theoretical scaffolding required for 

this analysis. 

Together, these theorists demonstrate that whiteness is not an immutable 

biological category, but an artificial, legally protected, and economically incentivized 

technology designed to secure property, discipline labor, and entrench socio-political 

hegemony. David Roediger’s formulation of the "public and psychological wage" of 

whiteness explains how working-class identity was racialized to prevent cross-racial 



labor solidarity. Nell Irvin Painter’s diagnosis of the "elastic boundaries" of the white 

race illuminates how dominant groups expand or contract the definition of who counts 

as "white" to maintain political majorities. Walter Greason’s paradigm of the "spatial 

economy" and "suburban erasure" reveals how racial privilege is permanently 

physicalized and protected through real estate investment, zoning, and geographic 

segregation. 

When this interdisciplinary framework is applied to the trajectory of New Jersey from 

1920 through 2026, a striking institutional continuity stands exposed. Over the course of 

more than a century, the strategies for preserving white structural dominance in the 

state have consistently relied on two primary operational pillars: 

1. The co-optation of educational institutions and local governance to police the 
ideological boundaries of the citizenry. 

2. The strategic alignment with law enforcement and state power to control 
physical, geographic space. 

From the coastal "Klan resorts" and school board takeovers of the 1920s to the 

contemporary MAGA-led disruptions of public school infrastructure and the militarized 

state police containment of public protests at detention facilities like Delaney Hall, the 

architecture of whiteness in New Jersey has evolved its language while keeping its 

structural objectives perfectly intact. 

This essay will trace that century-long evolution. By integrating Chalmers's 

empirical history with the critical insights of Roediger, Painter, and Greason, it will 

demonstrate how the modern battles over public school classrooms and municipal 

space are not disconnected outbursts of modern polarization, but the direct, structural 



descendants of an institutional lineage established during the interwar zenith of the 

Invisible Empire. 

 

The Theatrical Economy of Whiteness: Roediger, 
Chalmers, and the Northern Working Class 

To understand how an organization historically rooted in the post-Reconstruction 

South could successfully capture the socio-political apparatus of New Jersey in the 

1920s, one must first examine the specific economic and psychological crisis 

confronting the Northern working class during the interwar period. The First World War 

had fundamentally rearranged the demographic and industrial landscape of the state. 

New Jersey’s urban hubs—such as Newark, Paterson, Jersey City, and Elizabeth—

were flooded with thousands of southern Black families participating in the Great 

Migration, alongside millions of newly arrived Catholic and Jewish immigrants from 

Southern and Eastern Europe. For the established, native-born Protestant working and 

middle classes, this rapid demographic transition triggered an existential crisis of status, 

economic security, and cultural authority. 

It was precisely this crisis that the Second Klan was designed to exploit. As 

David M. Chalmers outlines in Hooded Americanism, the re-emergence of the Klan 

under William J. Simmons in 1915, and its subsequent industrialization by public 

relations savvy operators Edward Young Clarke and Mary Elizabeth Tyler, transformed 

the group from an extra-legal terrorist band into a highly structured, corporate franchise. 

When the Klan expanded into New Jersey around 1921, its leadership recognized that 



an undiluted appeal to anti-Black racism would not yield the mass numbers required for 

political domination in the North. Instead, the New Jersey Realm, under the astute 

guidance of King Kleagle George W. Apgar and eventual Grand Dragon Arthur H. Bell, 

executed a tactical pivot. They positioned the Klan as the ultimate defender of a 

besieged American identity, weaponizing a multi-layered ideology of nativism, anti-

Catholicism, anti-Semitism, and strict moral policing under the banner of "100% 

Americanism." 

The psychological mechanics of this recruitment strategy are masterfully 

explained by David Roediger in his foundational text, The Wages of Whiteness: Race 

and the Making of the American Working Class. Drawing heavily from the intellectual 

legacy of W.E.B. Du Bois, Roediger argues that the formation of the white working-class 

identity in the United States was a deliberate historical compromise. As industrial 

capitalism regimented labor, stripped workers of their pre-industrial autonomy, and 

subjected them to wage dependency, white workers sought to differentiate themselves 

from the enslaved or newly emancipated Black population, whom society deemed the 

ultimate symbols of dependency and degradation. 

Du Bois and Roediger contend that even when white workers were subjected to 

low wages and brutal exploitation by industrial barons, they were compensated in part 

by a "public and psychological wage." This psychic wage granted them public 

deference, access to public spaces, institutional protections, and a collective sense of 

superiority over non-white populations. It allowed the white worker to see themselves as 

having something vital in common with their white bosses—a shared racial capital—



thereby fracturing cross-racial labor solidarity and binding the working class to the 

capitalist order. 

In the 1920s, Arthur H. Bell recognized that this psychic wage was in danger of 

devaluation in the eyes of native-born New Jersey Protestants. The rising political 

power of Irish Catholic political machines (such as Frank Hague’s operation in Jersey 

City) and the growing visibility of Jewish and Black communities in municipal life 

threatened the exclusive currency of native Protestant whiteness. Bell’s unique genius 

lay in his ability to use his background in professional showmanship to commodify and 

redistribute this psychic wage on an unprecedented scale. Prior to entering corporate 

Klan leadership from his legal office in Bloomfield, Bell and his wife, Leah, had spent 

years traveling the national vaudeville circuit as "Bell and Bell," an entertainment act 

that featured high-wire unicycle riding, ventriloquism, and theatrical comedy. Bell 

understood that to sell an ideology, one had to make it entertaining, participatory, and 

consumer-friendly. 

Under Bell's direction, the New Jersey Klan was run less like a clandestine 

insurgency and more like a massive, rolling theatrical production. Chalmers details how 

Bell systematically shifted the Klan’s visible operations away from midnight, extra-legal 

violence in secluded forests toward massive, highly publicized, daylight summer 

festivals along the Jersey Shore—specifically targeting Monmouth and Ocean counties. 

These regions possessed a unique demographic mix: they were geographically 

insulated from the heavy immigrant concentrations of Hudson and Essex counties, yet 

populated by native-born Protestants who felt deeply claustrophobic as the diverse 



urban populations of New York and Northern New Jersey began utilizing the coastal rail 

lines for summer recreation. 

+-------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                  THE PRODUCTION OF THE "PSYCHIC WAGE"                   | 

|                        (Arthur H. Bell's Formula)                       | 
+-------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

|                                                                         | 
|  [Vaudeville Showmanship] + [Nativist Panic] ---> [Daylight Pageantry]  | 

|                                                          │              | 
|                                                          ▼              | 

|  [Mass Mobilization of Citizens] <---------- [Fraternal Consumerism]   | 
|         │                                                               | 
|         ▼                                                               | 

|  [Normalization of Civic Supremacy]                                     | 
|                                                                         | 

+-------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
 

The Jersey Shore festivals became the ultimate consumer spaces for the 

purchase and celebration of Roediger's psychic wage. On August 24, 1923, for 

instance, Bell orchestrated a colossal Klan rally in a ten-acre field off the Freehold 

Turnpike in western Farmingdale. Chalmers and contemporary press accounts note that 

the event drew over 12,000 attendees from across Monmouth, Middlesex, and Ocean 

counties, parking over 1,200 cars along the rural roadways and culminating in the mass 

induction of 1,700 new Klansmen. These events were scrutinized to blend standard 

American amusement culture with the ritual machinery of white supremacy. Families 

arrived with picnic baskets; brass bands played patriotic marches; children competed in 

field day games; and young women participated in regional beauty pageants where the 

winner was crowned "Miss 100% America." 

By stripping the movement of its immediate association with lawless violence and 

wrapping it in the wholesome imagery of Christian charity, fraternal bonding, and family 

recreation, Bell achieved something terrifyingly efficient: he normalized white 



supremacy as a legitimate, mainstream civic identity. The native-born Protestant factory 

worker from Passaic or the small-scale farmer from Howell Township could stand in the 

daylight alongside lawyers, mayors, and doctors, collectively reassuring themselves that 

despite the shifting demographic tides of the modern world, their possession of 

American whiteness guaranteed them permanent ownership of the republic. Roediger’s 

thesis underscores that the terrible force of this racism derived not from a fringe 

pathology, but from its capacity to forge a coherent, defensive identity that allowed 

ordinary people to rationalize exclusion as a form of patriotic civic virtue. 

Spatial Segregation and Educational Gatekeeping: 
Greason and the Jim Crow North 

While David Roediger’s framework explains the psychological and cultural 

mobilization of the New Jersey Klan, the scholarship of Walter Greason provides the 

precise economic and geographical architecture required to understand the long-term 

material consequences of that mobilization. In his seminal text, Suburban Erasure: How 

the Suburbs Ended the Civil Rights Movement in New Jersey, Greason fundamentally 

redefines our understanding of racial subjugation in the North by shifting the analytical 

focus to spatial political ecology. Greason demonstrates that white supremacy does 

not operate merely through interpersonal prejudice or explicit legal statutes; it is a 

structural mechanism that physicalizes itself through the built environment, real estate 

speculation, zoning ordinances, and capital allocation. 

According to Greason, the historical transition from rural agricultural economies 

to mid-century suburban capitalism in New Jersey was a deliberate, racially 



exclusionary project. Suburbanization functioned as a highly sophisticated mechanism 

of "spatial erasure"—a process whereby white wealth, institutional infrastructure, and 

commercial capital were systematically suburbanized and insulated within racially 

homogeneous enclaves, while the physical architecture of Black and immigrant 

communities was either bulldozed through urban renewal or economically starved 

through systematic redlining. Greason’s work reveals that the accumulation of 

generational wealth in New Jersey was directly contingent upon the creation of 

protected, privatized spaces that excluded non-white populations from accessing land 

equity and municipal resources. 

When we examine David M. Chalmers's institutional history through Greason’s 

spatial paradigm, we discover that Grand Dragon Arthur H. Bell was not merely a 

cultural promoter; he was an aggressive, highly sophisticated commercial real estate 

syndicate operator. Bell understood that for the political momentum of "100% 

Americanism" to endure, it had to be anchored in property ownership. In 1926, Bell 

headed a powerful consortium of wealthy Klansmen to execute a major capital 

acquisition: they purchased the expansive, 396-acre former Marconi wireless telegraph 

station in Wall Township, located near Belmar and the Atlantic coast. 

Bell and his developers systematically converted this massive parcel of land into 

a highly restricted, heavily fortified "Klan Resort" and "Pleasure Club." This facility 

was legally closed to the general public, accessible exclusively to registered officials 

and robed members of the New Jersey Realm of the Klan. The resort featured 



permanent campgrounds, administrative offices, recreational halls, and lecture 

pavilions. 

Greason's framework allows us to see this Klan resort for what it truly was: an 

early, explicit prototype of the racially segregated, exclusive suburban developments 

that would proliferate across New Jersey in the decades following World War II. It was a 

physical manifestation of white flight before the term was formally coined—a privatized 

geographical enclave where white wealth could be pooled and insulated from the 

diverse, chaotic, and rapidly integrating urban centers of the state. 

+----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                     GREASON'S SPATIAL ERASURE PARADIGM                    | 

|                        (The Institutional Pipeline)                        | 
+----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

|                                                                            | 
|  [Exclusive Land Monopoly] ---> [Suburban White Enclaves]                  | 
|  (e.g., 1926 Wall Twp Resort)   (Insulated from Urban Migration)           | 

|                                                │                           | 
|                                                ▼                           | 

|  [Institutional Gatekeeping] <─────────────────┘                           | 
|  (School Board Capture / Curricular Control)                               | 

|         │                                                                  | 
|         ▼                                                                  | 

|  [Systemic Wealth Disparity] ---> [Intergenerational Inequality]           | 
|                                                                            | 

+----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
 

Critically, this spatial dominance was inextricably linked to the systematic co-optation 

of New Jersey’s educational infrastructure. The 1920s Klan possessed an acute, 

sophisticated understanding that the long-term survival of any racial hierarchy depends 

on its capacity to control the ideological formation of the next generation. Consequently, 

the local public school system became one of the primary institutional battlegrounds for 

the New Jersey Realm. 



As Chalmers documents, the Klan did not merely stage external protests against 

educational policies; they aggressively ran organized slates of robed candidates for 

municipal school boards across Passaic, Bergen, Monmouth, and Essex counties. Once 

they captured majority control of these local boards of education, they functioned as 

ideological gatekeepers, executing a rigid agenda of cultural policing: 

• Curricular Interventions: The Klan implemented strict mandates requiring the 
daily, compulsory reading of the Protestant King James Bible in public school 
classrooms, a move deliberately engineered to alienate, expose, and marginalize 
Catholic and Jewish immigrant children. 

• Personnel Vetting: School boards controlled by the Klan systematically 
blacklisted Catholic and Jewish educators, ensuring that the personnel roster of 
the public school system remained thoroughly native Protestant. 

• Institutional Funding and Partnerships: In 1923, the New Jersey Klan 
provided substantial financial backing to the Pillar of Fire Church, an extremist 
evangelical sect led by the fanatically nativist preacher Alma White, to found 
Alma White College in Zarephath, New Jersey. This institution was explicitly 
recognized as the second higher education institution in the American North 
avowedly dedicated to furthering the geopolitical and racial aims of the Ku Klux 
Klan. Grand Dragon Arthur H. Bell personally authored the introduction to Alma 
White's toxic 1926 manifesto, Klansmen: Guardians of Liberty, cementing the 
operational alliance between higher education, religious extremism, and white 
supremacist organizing. 

By capturing local school boards and integrating their operations with real estate 

monopolies like the Wall Township resort, the 1920s New Jersey Klan established an 

enduring institutional blueprint. They demonstrated that the maintenance of structural 

racism in the North did not require an overt abandonment of democratic forms; rather, it 

could be highly effectively achieved by leveraging the routine administrative powers of 

municipal zoning, property ownership, and local educational governance to enforce a 

regime of spatial segregation and ideological conformity. 



The Instability of the Boundary: Painter and the 1940 
Imperial Collapse 

The primary structural weakness of any system built upon the technology of 

whiteness is its fundamental, inescapable artificiality. Because race corresponds to no 

genuine biological reality, the boundaries of who is considered "white" must be 

constantly policed, negotiated, and adjusted to meet the evolving political and economic 

requirements of the ruling class. 

In her magisterial historical sweep, The History of White People, historian Nell 

Irvin Painter tracks this precise phenomenon over centuries of Western civilization and 

American development. Painter's central theoretical contribution is her documentation of 

the "consecutive enlargements of American whiteness." She demonstrates that the 

definition of the dominant racial class has never been static or fixed. In the early 

republic, "whiteness" was tightly restricted to individuals of Anglo-Saxon descent, while 

waves of impoverished 19th-century immigrants—most notably the Irish, and later 

Italians, Slavs, and Ashkenazi Jews—were initially racialized as distinct, inferior, and 

less than fully human categories of existence. 

However, Painter argues that whenever the dominant Anglo-Saxon power 

structure faced systemic challenges—such as the rising political consciousness of the 

Black population or the need for mass mobilization during industrial warfare—the 

boundaries of whiteness were calculatedly expanded. The dominant class 

systematically absorbed previously despised European ethnic groups, gradually 

granting them access to the legal, social, and economic privileges of white skin status in 



order to fortify a reliable white political majority and suppress non-white advancement. 

Whiteness, in Painter's formulation, is an elastic perimeter—an unstable political 

coalition masquerading as an eternal natural law. 

+-------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                  PAINTER'S ELASTIC BOUNDARY TRAJECTORY                  | 

+-------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                                                                         | 

|  [ Anglo-Saxon Purism ]                                                 | 
|            │                                                            | 

|            ▼ (Nativist Consolidation - 1920s Exclusion)                 | 
|  [ Tribal Nativism Collapses ]                                          | 

|            │                                                            | 
|            ▼ (Wartime Realignment - 1940s Expansion)                    | 
|  [ Consolidated Euro-American Whiteness ]                               | 

|                                                                         | 
+-------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

 

David M. Chalmers’s account of the spectacular collapse of Arthur H. Bell’s New 

Jersey empire provides a vivid, real-world case study of Painter’s theory of elastic 

instability. Throughout the 1920s, Bell’s organization had anchored its identity to a rigid, 

tribal version of nativism that excluded Catholics and Jews from the category of 

legitimate American identity. By the late 1920s, however, this narrow definition was 

already losing its socio-political utility. The organization fractured internally as a series 

of bitter, public lawsuits erupted between Bell’s local New Jersey syndicate and the 

national Imperial headquarters in Atlanta over the division of the immense profits 

generated by the Jersey Shore real estate holdings and robe monopolies. Disillusioned 

by this blatant financial corruption, the middle-class membership base evaporated as 

quickly as it had arrived, with strongholds like Asbury Park seeing their rosters collapse 

from thousands to a mere handful of committed zealots. 



The definitive, grotesque death blow to Bell’s infrastructure occurred in August 

1940, resulting from a catastrophic miscalculation of the shifting boundaries of American 

whiteness. In a desperate bid to rescue his dwindling organization from historical 

irrelevance and to capitalize on the powerful isolationist, anti-interventionist sentiments 

sweeping the nation on the eve of World War II, Arthur H. Bell orchestrated a joint mass 

rally with the German American Bund—the overtly pro-Nazi organization composed of 

German immigrants and sympathizers. 

The joint rally was staged at the Bund's heavily secured propaganda retreat, 

Camp Nordland, located in Andover, New Jersey. Standing before a combined crowd 

of several thousand Klansmen and uniform-wearing American Nazis, a yellow-robed 

Arthur H. Bell ascended the podium underneath a banner that bizarrely attempted to 

merge the Christian cross with the swastika. Bell delivered a vitriolic speech that 

launched into vicious anti-Semitic conspiracy theories, claiming that international Jewish 

financiers were manipulating the Roosevelt administration to drag the United States into 

the European war to defend foreign interests. The speech was met with thunderous 

applause and a shared burning of a giant cross alongside Nazi salutes. 

This spectacle backfired with immediate, terminal velocity. As Nell Irvin Painter’s 

historical framework elucidates, by 1940, the domestic political landscape had 

fundamentally shifted. Under the pressures of the New Deal era and the looming global 

conflict against overseas fascism, the boundaries of American whiteness had rapidly 

expanded to assimilate Irish, Italian, and Eastern European Catholic populations into a 

unified, consolidated front of patriotic American identity. This newly enlarged white class 



defined itself not by nineteenth-century Anglo-Saxon Protestant purism, but by a shared 

allegiance to American democratic capitalism in opposition to foreign, totalitarian 

regimes. 

By open-sourcing his platform to an explicitly pro-Hitler, foreign-aligned 

organization, Bell completely misread the contemporary boundaries of whiteness. The 

public reaction across New Jersey was one of immediate, near-universal horror. The 

rank-and-file of the Klan—who, despite their virulent domestic prejudices, were fiercely 

nationalistic—viewed alignment with a swastika-waving organization as an act of 

fundamental treason. 

The rally instantly triggered an aggressive federal investigation by the House Un-

American Activities Committee (the Dies Committee), and local authorities moved 

swiftly to revoke Camp Nordland's operating licenses. Recognizing the catastrophic 

threat to the organization's national survival, Imperial Wizard James Colescott 

intervened immediately, issuing a public decree that unceremoniously expelled Arthur 

H. Bell and dissolved the New Jersey charter. 

Bell's downfall provides a stark historical lesson: when the specific rhetorical 

formulations of white supremacy cease to serve the stabilizing interests of the broader 

political economy, the institutional structure will ruthlessly discard its own architects to 

preserve the deeper, more resilient technology of racial power. 

 



The Structural Mutation: Analyzing New Jersey’s 
Contemporary Extremism (2020–2026) 

The collapse of Arthur H. Bell’s formal institutional matrix did not signal the 

eradication of the socio-political mechanisms he pioneered. To believe that white 

supremacy vanished from New Jersey with the dissolution of the Second Klan is to 

confuse the external costume of a movement with its internal structural logic. 

Racial hierarchy is an evolutionary technology; it continually mutates its 

vocabulary, decouples itself from obsolete aesthetics, and integrates into contemporary 

political alignments. When we survey the landscape of New Jersey from 2020 through 

2026, we find that the twin pillars of the 1920s strategy—the targeting of local 

educational governance to enforce ideological conformity, and the deployment of 

militarized state power to control geographic space—remain fully operational. 

The Shifting Shift in Extremist Organizing 

In accordance with Chalmers's insights into the opportunistic adaptability of far-

right movements, contemporary threat assessments published by the New Jersey Office 

of Homeland Security and Preparedness (NJOHSP) consistently rank Homegrown 

Violent Extremists (HVEs) and White Racially Motivated Extremists (WRMEs) among 

the highest domestic security threats facing the state. However, modern extremist 

organizing has largely discarded the centralized, fraternal hierarchies of the 20th 

century in favor of a decentralized, digitally mediated infrastructure. 

Groups such as the Proud Boys, the Patriot Front, and various accelerationist 

networks operate through encrypted communication platforms to execute targeted 



campaigns of digital doxing, localized intimidation, and ideological infiltration. Rather 

than building parallel, overt institutions like Alma White College, modern white 

supremacist networks practice tactical entryism, systematically latching onto 

mainstream conservative political grievances—such as anti-vaccine sentiment, 

economic anxieties, and anti-immigration rhetoric—to radicalize mainstream populations 

and shift the boundaries of permissible public discourse. 

The Modern Educational Battleground: MAGA School Board Disruptions 

Nowhere is this tactical continuity more striking than in the coordinated MAGA-

led disruptions of local school board meetings across suburban and rural New 

Jersey. Between 2020 and 2026, school districts in counties such as Monmouth, 

Ocean, Morris, and Bergen became national flashpoints for intensive cultural warfare. 

Stripped of the explicit white robes of the 1920s but utilizing identical structural 

mechanics, organized networks of conservative activists systematically targeted 

municipal boards of education. 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                THE STRUCTURAL CONTINUITY OF EDUCATIONAL GATEKEEPING          | 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                                                                             | 

|  [1920s KLAN STRATEGY]                      [2020s–2026 MAGA STRATEGY]      | 
|  - Robed School Board Slates                - Coordinated PAC Slates        | 

|  - Compulsory King James Bible              - Erasure of LGBTQ+/DEI Texts   | 
|  - Blacklisting Catholic/Jewish Teachers    - Targeting Transgender Policy  | 

|                                                                             | 
|  ========================= OBJECTIVE SYNERGY =============================  | 

|  Use the administrative power of local governance to enforce an ideological | 
|  monopoly, construct a defensive civic identity, and police boundaries.      | 

|                                                                             | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

 

 



The rhetorical framing has shifted from the defense of "Protestant Christianity" to the 

protection of "parental rights" and opposition to "Critical Race Theory" and "gender 

ideology." Yet, an analysis of the structural objectives reveals a perfect alignment with 

the 1920s Klan agenda: 

• Curricular Erasure: Where the 1920s Klan demanded the imposition of 
Protestant texts to marginalize immigrants, contemporary movements demand 
the systematic censorship, removal, and banning of literature addressing 
systemic racism, LGBTQ+ identities, and multicultural histories. This represents a 
direct attempt to use the state's educational apparatus to erase non-white and 
non-heteronormative experiences from the historical record. 

• Administrative Subversion: Modern campaigns utilize highly organized Political 
Action Committees (PACs) to run ideological slates for school board seats. Once 
elected, these majorities frequently terminate experienced superintendents, 
dismantle diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) frameworks, and pass punitive 
disclosure policies targeting vulnerable student populations. 

• The Manufacture of Moral Panic: Just as Arthur Bell utilized daylight pageantry 
to convince ordinary citizens that their cultural dominance was under siege, 
contemporary school board disruptions rely on highly theatrical, engineered 
outpourings of rage. Public comment periods are routinely transformed into viral 
spectacles, effectively intimidating local administrators, driving out progressive 
educators, and establishing a regime of ideological surveillance over the 
classroom. 

Law Enforcement and the Spatial Containment at Delaney Hall 

The historical alliance between white supremacist organizing and the 

enforcement mechanisms of state power has similarly undergone a sophisticated 

structural mutation. David M. Chalmers heavily documented how the 1920s New Jersey 

Klan successfully co-opted municipal police forces, ensuring that local law enforcement 

either actively participated in Klan rallies or provided tactical protection for their 

exclusionary demonstrations. In the contemporary era, this relationship manifests 

through a more complex, systemic dynamic: the state's mobilization of its heavily 



militarized security apparatus to defend the physical and spatial boundaries of 

institutional containment against public challenge. 

This structural friction reached a critical nexus during the intense, multi-day 

public demonstrations outside Delaney Hall, a massive, privately operated federal 

immigration detention facility located in Newark. The facility, which serves as a primary 

geographic hub for the containment and processing of Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) detainees, became the physical focal point for grassroots community 

organizers, abolitionist networks, and immigrant rights advocates protesting systemic 

human rights abuses and demanding the closure of the facility. 

The protests quickly evolved into a broader spatial conflict when organized 

counter-demonstrators—including heavily armed militia factions, pro-ICE assemblies, 

and regional chapters of the Proud Boys—mobilized to defend the facility’s perimeter. 

This counter-presence effectively recreated the historical dynamic of the 1920s: private 

extremist actors aligning themselves directly with the defensive interests of state-

sanctioned detention infrastructure. 

When physical altercations erupted between the opposing assemblies, the 

intervention of the New Jersey State Police illuminated the enduring nature of state-

enforced spatial control. Rather than acting as a neutral arbiter of public safety, the 

state police deployed a massive, tactical counter-insurgency response. Clad in full riot 

gear, utilizing mounted cavalry units, and deploying multiple rounds of chemical crowd-

control agents (including CS tear gas and pepper-spray projectiles), the tactical units 



focused their primary force on dispersing, breaking, and containing the progressive, pro-

immigrant demonstrator lines. 

+------------------------------------+ 
|       DELANEY HALL CONFLICT        | 

|         Spatial Topography         | 
+------------------------------------+ 

│ 
┌──────────────────────┴──────────────────────┐ 

▼                                             ▼ 
[PRO-IMMIGRANT PROTESTERS]                     [MILITIA / PRO-ICE FACTIONS] 

- Challenging Border Capital                   - Aligning with State Detention 
- Demanding Spatial Abolition                  - Defending Perimeter 

│                                             │ 
└──────────────────────┬──────────────────────┘ 

▼ 
[NJ STATE POLICE DEPLOYMENT] 

- Riot Gear, Cavalry, Tear Gas 
- Forced Geographic Containment 

│ 
▼ 

[STATE-ENFORCED "PEACEFUL PROTEST ZONES"] 
- Suppression of First Amendment Rights 

- Protection of Institutional Core 
 

The state police systematically forced the anti-ICE demonstrators away from the 

facility’s perimeter, driving them down municipal corridors into highly restricted, pre-

determined, and barricaded "peaceful protest zones" while enforcing an immediate, 

emergency municipal curfew. This aggressive deployment of state violence drew sharp, 

detailed constitutional condemnation from the ACLU of New Jersey and national legal 

guilds, who filed formal briefs criticizing the tactics as an excessive, asymmetrical, and 

retaliatory suppression of protected First Amendment expression. 

When analyzed through Walter Greason's paradigm of the spatial economy, the 

Delaney Hall containment reveals the modern sophistication of structural racism. The 

state security apparatus does not need to declare an explicit allegiance to white 

nationalist ideology; instead, it achieves the same structural result by executing its core 



mandate: the absolute protection of institutional property, the enforcement of 

geographic borders, and the containment of marginalized bodies. 

The physical enforcement of a "protest zone" in Newark in 2026 serves the exact 

same spatial objective as Arthur Bell’s "Klan-only resort" in Wall Township in 1926: it 

uses the organized force of the state to insulate the infrastructure of dominant capital 

and racial power from the democratic intervention of an agitated, diverse public. 

Comparative Historiographical Synthesis 
To fully appreciate the analytical power generated by combining institutional 

history with critical race theory, one must systematically map the empirical evidence 

provided by David M. Chalmers onto the interpretative matrices established by 

Roediger, Painter, and Greason. This synthesis reveals that the individual historical 

data points of the New Jersey Klan are not merely bizarre anecdotes from a bygone 

era; they are localized expressions of macroeconomic and psychological laws that 

continue to govern American society. 

Historian & 
Core 
Theoretical 
Text 

Central 
Theoretical 
Construct 

Direct Application 
to Chalmers's New 
Jersey Evidence 

Continuity in the 
Contemporary 
Era (2020–2026) 

David 
Chalmers 
 
Hooded 
Americanism 
(1965) 

The Klan as an 
opportunistic, 
shifting 
franchise that 
adapts its 
prejudices to 
capture local civic 
and political 
structures. 

Documents Arthur H. 
Bell’s shift from anti-
Black tropes to 
nativist, anti-
Catholic, and anti-
Semitic 
showmanship along 
the Jersey Shore. 

The structural 
mutation of 
extremist 
organizing into 
decentralized, 
digital entryism, 
capturing 
mainstream 



Historian & 
Core 
Theoretical 
Text 

Central 
Theoretical 
Construct 

Direct Application 
to Chalmers's New 
Jersey Evidence 

Continuity in the 
Contemporary 
Era (2020–2026) 

conservative 
grievances. 

David 
Roediger 
 
The Wages 
of Whiteness 
(1991) 

Whiteness as a 
public and 
psychological 
wage that 
compensates 
working-class 
citizens with 
status to prevent 
cross-racial 
solidarity. 

The 
commercialization of 
the psychic wage 
through consumer-
friendly daylight 
festivals, carnivals, 
and pageants ("Miss 
100% America"). 

The theatrical 
manufacture of 
moral panic at 
school board 
meetings, allowing 
ordinary citizens 
to frame exclusion 
as a civic virtue. 

Walter 
Greason 
 
Suburban 
Erasure 
(2013) 

Whiteness as a 
spatial economy 
that entrenches 
inequality through 
real estate 
speculation, 
zoning, and 
suburban 
containment. 

Bell’s acquisition of 
the 396-acre Camp 
Evans property to 
construct an 
exclusive, 
segregated "Klan 
Resort" and 
"Pleasure Club." 

The militarized 
state police 
containment of 
public protests at 
Delaney Hall, 
protecting the 
physical 
infrastructure of 
immigration 
detention. 

Nell Irvin 
Painter 
 
The History 
of White 
People 
(2010) 

Whiteness as an 
elastic, unstable 
boundary that 
expands or 
contracts its 
perimeter to 
preserve political 
and social 
dominance. 

The terminal 
collapse of the NJ 
Klan following Bell’s 
1940 alliance with 
the pro-Nazi German 
American Bund at 
Camp Nordland. 

The ongoing re-
negotiation of 
conservative 
coalitions, shifting 
from old nativist 
frameworks to 
colorblind rhetoric 
to protect the 
same structures. 

 



This comparative matrix illuminates the profound synergy between these historical 

modes of analysis. Chalmers provides the necessary empirical anatomy—the granular 

institutional ledger of meetings, names, properties, and alliances. 

However, without the theoretical blood supplied by Roediger, Painter, and 

Greason, that anatomy remains a dead curio of the past. The critical race theorists 

supply the diagnostic tools to show why this anatomy functioned: how the psychological 

desperation of the working class (Roediger) was funneled into a shifting racial alliance 

(Painter) that physicalized itself into exclusive real estate investments (Greason). 

When viewed as a unified historical continuum, this synthesis forces a radical re-

evaluation of New Jersey's history. The state's trajectory is unmasked as a continuous, 

highly sophisticated laboratory for the refinement of Northern white supremacy, moving 

seamlessly from the overt, hooded terror of the interwar years to the institutional, 

administrative, and police actions of the modern era. 

The Epistemological Lineage: Curricular Control as 
Structural Violence 

To understand the full gravity of the assault on educational institutions in New 

Jersey—both in the 1920s and the 2020s—one must engage with the concept of 

epistemological erasure. In the historical analysis of racial power, structural violence 

is frequently measured by physical metrics: lynchings, police brutality, redlined maps, 

and wealth disparities. 



However, the scholarship of Walter Greason, particularly through his conceptual 

curation of the Wakanda Syllabus, emphasizes that the most durable form of structural 

violence is the systematic destruction of a community’s historical memory, intellectual 

agency, and epistemological validity. If a dominant structure can successfully erase the 

history of resistance, the memory of multi-ethnic solidarity, and the critical tools required 

to analyze power from the public classroom, it can render its own hegemony invisible 

and unassailable. 

This is the deeper ideological thread that connects Grand Dragon Arthur H. Bell’s 

school board campaigns to the contemporary MAGA-led school board takeovers. The 

1920s Klan did not just want to exclude Catholic and Jewish bodies from the classroom; 

they wanted to mandate a singular, white Protestant epistemology—a curated historical 

narrative that framed the United States as an exclusively Anglo-Saxon, divine project. 

By forcing the reading of the King James Bible and purging non-Protestant educators, 

they sought to construct a closed intellectual loop that normalized the exclusion of 

immigrant populations as a matter of spiritual and patriotic necessity. 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                         THE EPISTEMOLOGICAL ERASURE LOOP                   | 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                                                                             | 

|  [Censorship of Critical History] ---> [Manufacture of Civic Innocence]     | 
|                ▲                                      │                     | 
|                │                                      ▼                     | 

|  [Institutional Inequality] <─────────── [Naturalization of Hierarchy]      | 
|  (Invisibility of Power Structures)                                         | 

|                                                                             | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

 

When we fast-forward to the contemporary era, the frantic, highly organized 

campaigns to ban books, criminalize the teaching of systemic racism, and terminate 



administrators who implement DEI policies represent the exact same epistemological 

warfare. Modern far-right movements understand that if the public school curriculum is 

allowed to integrate the critical historical insights of scholars like Roediger or Painter—if 

students are taught that whiteness is a constructed legal and economic technology 

designed to exploit labor and hoard property—the entire moral justification for modern 

systemic inequality collapses. 

The modern demand to excise "Critical Race Theory" from the K-12 curriculum is 

not a debate over pedagogical theory; it is a defensive, institutional reflex designed to 

protect what Greason calls "colorblind white supremacy." By erasing the structural 

history of redlining, urban renewal, and state-sanctioned segregation from the minds of 

the next generation, these movements attempt to manufacture a state of civic 

innocence. They seek to ensure that the stark, contemporary disparities in wealth, 

housing, and incarceration across New Jersey are viewed not as the direct 

consequences of historical looting, but as the natural, inevitable outcomes of individual 

meritocracy. Curricular control is the ultimate form of structural preservation; it is the 

mechanism whereby the past is policed to ensure that the future remains safely under 

the control of the dominant hierarchy. 

Conclusion: The Endurance of the Shifting State 
When David M. Chalmers published Hooded Americanism in 1965, he concluded 

his study with the cautious hope that the exposure of the Ku Klux Klan’s institutional 

corruption, ideological bankruptcy, and internal contradictions would permanently 



relegate the movement to the margins of American history. He believed that by pulling 

back the hood, the light of historical scrutiny would dissolve the invisible empire. 

However, when we synthesize Chalmers’s rigorous institutional data with the 

profound historical frameworks of David Roediger, Nell Irvin Painter, and Walter 

Greason, we are forced to reach a far more sober, unsettling conclusion. The Ku Klux 

Klan did not fail because its underlying principles were alien to the American socio-

political fabric; rather, it dissolved precisely because its structural objectives were 

successfully absorbed, refined, and executed by more legitimate, permanent 

mainstream institutions. 

The historical trajectory of New Jersey from 1920 through 2026 demonstrates 

that the technology of whiteness does not require a formal roster, a secret password, or 

a robed Grand Dragon to execute its systemic mandate. The showmanship of Arthur H. 

Bell, which once drew tens of thousands to the cow pastures of Farmingdale, has been 

modernized and decentralized into the algorithmic feedback loops of digital extremism 

and the calculated theatricality of municipal school board disruptions. The spatial 

segregation once physicalized by the 396-acre Klan resort in Wall Township has been 

structurally perfected through the mundane, legal machinations of suburban zoning 

ordinances, exclusionary real estate practices, and the militarized perimeter of 

immigration detention facilities like Delaney Hall. 

 

 



+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
|                         THE EVOLUTIONARY PIPELINE                           | 

|                        (1920s Zenith vs. 2020s–2026 Matrix)                 | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

|                                                                             | 
|  [1920s OVERT APPARATUS]                     [2020s–2026 COVERT APPARATUS]  | 

|  - Grand Dragon Arthur H. Bell               - Decentralized Digital PACs   | 
|  - Wall Township Klan Resort                 - Segregated Suburban Zoning   | 
|  - Alma White College Printing Press         - Curricular Censorship Laws   | 

|  - Infiltrated Municipal Police              - Militarized State Police     | 
|                                                                             | 

|  ========================= GENETIC TRANSFORMATION ========================  | 
|  The structural preservation of racial capital and spatial dominance via    | 
|  the routine, sanitized administration of law, property, and education.     | 

|                                                                             | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

 

The genetic markers of the Second Klan are clearly legible in our contemporary 

institutions. When we watch the New Jersey State Police deploy tactical force to 

suppress First Amendment expression outside a detention facility in Newark, or when 

we witness an organized block of citizens overwhelm a local board of education meeting 

to demand the scrubbing of multicultural literature from the library, we are not looking at 

a sudden, unprecedented rupture in American democracy. We are looking at the 

continuous, evolutionary maintenance of a structural architecture that was carefully 

designed and institutionalized over a century ago. 

Ultimately, this interdisciplinary synthesis redefines our understanding of the 

American North. It proves that New Jersey has never been an exceptional sanctuary of 

progressive immunity, but rather an active, highly sophisticated laboratory for the 

continuous modernization of structural supremacy. The rhetoric will inevitably continue 

to mutate; the explicit symbols of hatred will be cast aside whenever they lose their 

social utility; and the language of exclusion will consistently disguise itself behind the 



shifting, respectable vocabulary of parental choice, law and order, and institutional 

security. 

The task of the historian and the citizen is to refuse to be deceived by these 

shifting changes. We must look past the changing wardrobe of power to recognize the 

enduring institutional bones of the empire underneath, understanding that the struggle 

for true democracy requires not merely the unmasking of the extremist on the fringe, but 

the systematic dismantling of the spatial, educational, and institutional architectures of 

exclusion that continue to govern the core of the state. 
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