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8(6“0, traveley? ”C()elcome ( ’[Ke jY’ea’[. 00101@ oj ‘@eofjia. f%ou’\?e
ay¥ived at quile an eQenﬁvd time! Our Y"’Ij"ll jOQeY’noY’, games |
@ﬁj@ i§ quile ’[Re SeyVanl To ’[&e cYown, Q’m Sure Uou’\k &eaﬂl
of this Stamp Fet of 1765. Tell. 5 feen cansing quite a stiv
in ’[&e colonies, and Q’\?e Reo_lY’cl t&a’[ ‘@eoY\’jia i$ ’[&e oyd:j colonzj
in WK}CR S’[omfg’S Ka\k successjuﬂn Geen SOLl ’[&anﬁs fo one
60\76{’“01’ @ﬁj& Ki‘”\seb(. ‘@o& Save ’[Re Sﬁv\j ‘@eo@ia RﬂS
Geey\ e)goom(linj a$ V\fen SeOeY’al Uan’S ' ajO, ’ZOﬁj KI Seizecl
contro] of a land called Fugusta from the Native Fimericans whe
called ‘@eﬂ"jia Rome 1onj GeJCoY’e we ayYived. @J( course, ’[Ken
S R AL 'Can it ‘@eogia. TOK@’[ we Rmk cayVed oul a§ ouy COlonU
Wa§ once home 1o almost a dozen different Bripes. SMeve, in
Sm?avma& ’[&en -caﬂe& %amacv’m»\f c@l@ﬁ games @&%Y’cl
Ogeltherpe seized coniro] of this land and Walerway from the
Gpale Wige pack in 1788 1o found our colony. Oglethorpe
Tﬁcﬂn Sel afoul cleSijninj ’[Ke jv’ea’( cily Oj SaOavmaQ medeled
10088121 aftey Jondon, Guil’[ avound, cenlval Squaes, Wf’(& Space joy’
J?uﬂic Guilclinjs, c&u\(’cReS, and Se’[ﬂe\(’S’ Koyv\es. Our Citl'] RaS 1°nj
c&mgfione& relijious diversily, vel i [uill on Slﬁeﬁnf}. Our
ci’[js economy now’ velie§ on Slm?evy and. ajﬁcﬂ’[m’e, Syecg(imﬂv '
on ’[&e jy’ow’[K cf)( collon and Trice. T e ave one oj ’[Ke laY:jeS’[
collon—Shipping Ports in the werld. Owrs is a complicated, often-
Oioleyf[ and W{foumﬂlj Sad KES’[OYB. ‘%et it iS %YT& e)g’]oﬁnj.
(Pome alonj, traveler. T e have much To See.



T elecome To T )ormslow” gplan’[a’[ion. ‘

é{év’e, we Stand on- the (sle OJC %}@}’e, a $mall }’enin&da apoul 10 miles
SOM’[KeaS’[ @C ’[Ke cily. f%on’f‘e Sur¥ounded Gy SyY’aWIinj jY’éen gYass, joY’eSTS,
and acres of marshland. T e are here, raveler, on the land of the powerful
,J\(‘;ﬁe g’nes, one cjc ’[Ke Oﬁjiwﬂ J_Cowmlinj C°1°niSTS @( ‘@eov’jia. %S i§ Nnis
grand plantation nowin a§ T ormslow. Qe on your quard; gmes i§ Very
Jdo\«fevjul in ouy colonjs mili’[am, and Ke uses ’[Kis Lm«l fo Aejeml SﬂOﬂYm"l[\
againSl allack from those damn Spaniards. You can likely see some of our
colonial marines oul and afout-on the Plantation Grounds. fones was recently
jY’an’[eél O“fneYS{\i}’ OJC T ormsloe fY’om éﬁs g%zjal 8@ Aness. %“j @eof’je
: QQ ﬂf (gnjlaml. Since ’[Ken g;nes [\aS Koul a Small Jrouwp gf enslaved }’60)916
fending To Ais land. (n my time heve, (Ve extensively ofServed his
aqricullural activities. e Seems To fe cullivaling collon grains, Vegelaples,
Frudls, pervies, and mulperry trees. (TS peen $uqgested To me That g}nes is
warking on pehalf of Georyias ZJrustees. ?59% See, Sillworms eal The leaves
off of mulpervy trees, and our dignified Ivustees would like our greal colony
to pecome a Silk Supplier. dust petween us, § dont think thal it will werk ol
ﬂ/aﬁe a 100£ ayound. {]’Ke natuval land RGY’e iS ’(Y’ul:j Gfeatﬁ[aﬁinj. Q{eey in
mind The land you walk on. Nalive Fimericans once used The pend in the
Yiver by our peninsula To forge and caleh fish, Ifhe crops you See are
harVested off of the Gacks of people Wolently fidnapped from their homes.
he opulence afforded to the Nople family was earned through ot grant -
and e@loi’[a’[ion. @&en You Ka\k Seen your S&M’e. we'|| trave| to ’[&6 Ci’[}]'
(Ve procured us ™o fine hovSes.
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https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/cotton/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/grains-and-corn/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/rice/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/grapes-and-wine/

’(Oelcome To (@om\?en’[w’e C(SD[an’[a’[ion.

T )e've now apoul Thyee miles South of the Savannah. colony. Iraveler, that
viver dowit felow” this pluff is St Hugustine Creek. JJhis is  Snglish
Colonel ohn Hlliyne's GO0-acre Plantation, which Re Gegan o fuild a
~ decade adj. S}(e haS named it “ggqvm\?en’[w’e,” meaning jOOAJCOY’[une. (Polonel
%ﬂmne doe$ nol Rm?est crops on T&S land put Ras ﬂom’[ell Some jv’om«l
oaf rees. U ell. quite frankly 2Jvaveler, there’s not Very much To See here.
et us head towards the cily. ‘

TeVe now veached the Negro Qurial Grounds on the oulskirts of the cily.
RS is e only Place in the cily where enslaved people can legally e
inferved. Jhe city has heen purijing People here for the last seven years.
Gumnﬂy. ’[&63’06 peen ﬁeeyinj Yecoyd$ Oj the 1OCa110ﬁS OJC the jY’m?eS. 4
suspect that thal will cRanje. Let's get going. Te have much To See.

ﬂ(«lv’ aﬁnj ch ﬂv@hyne’s @afz’s al ggonaoen’[vw’e



Some’[&nj tells me ’[&a’[ Sow\eclay a jY’aml v;mv\Sion will [e Guil’[ upon ’[&iS
land. (@ut fOY’ now, _i’fS 9’343’[ move ouTSEiYTS. J\@’[ muc& fo See &ev’e, traveler.
c;Ee’fS move aloy\j, - '

) Sense that ancther peauliful mansion shall pe Guilt heve as well. Tell
wnlil then, it Seems There’s nol much To See. Yowever, pefore That, § felieve
t&ﬂt C@Y’l’ﬁS&,{ﬁ’ 00P§ will use TKES land a$ a onTY’eSS lo prepare jov’ Some’[Rinj
called the 1779 Siege of Savannah. Otll make move Sense in the coming
Years. 5@3’[’5 move alonj.

: Soﬂ:\j ’[c; GoY’e You ’[Y’aQe]eY’. ZOe’Y’e alYYLOS’( in Town, 614’( gjan’ we S’ﬁ“ Yoam
ayound ’[Ke ou’[SEiYTS. 5@3’['8 je’[ mm%nj tm(l ge See ’[Ag ci’[}j.

:,Z(Q we've jinaﬂv enfeved The cily. Net too 3&663 if § do Say So m‘\jSelj.
TORle vo grand mansion Sits on This land (yel], this is the perfect
opportunity to tae in the Sites! s § told you earlier, our city was (uill on a
jﬁcl SySTem fo accommodate RouSinj, coppmerce, and Y’elijious ja’[&eﬁnj
Space. ake a look while we've here. lthough these settlements will Foont in
the fulure, our cily i§ quile Yopust already. T )eVe lived heve for forty years,

and ave the capilal of the colony, after all. S



OR traveler; This iS one of my faverite Stops on our journey Today. T)eleome
1o the Jnn & Zavern of the Iustees’ Garden. Gn 1738, a fow months
after Ceneral Ojle’[@w}’e landed here, he estaplished 2The 2ffustees
Earden, the fust puplic ajﬁcul’[u'f’al experimental jav’clen in j(meﬂm,
modeled affer the Chelsea PRotanical Garden in fondon. Here, folanists
experimented With plants from avound the werld. e following year; they
puilt ’[&e g(évﬁ 8(51438, vumoved To [e ’[Ke ti’S’[ S’Dmclinj Struclure in ’[Ke
- colowy, in which the 2Jtustees’ gardener vesided. Quickly, as (Ve told you
our cily pecane a ’[&ﬁ\%nj_ Sea porl, and in 1708, his avea Gecame :
veSidential. T )ith thal, they construcled this Jnn & ZJavern for Sailors
Visiling. T eve only a short walk from the viver, after all. Do you see that
ﬁue COlOY’ on ’[Ke dooy and S&uHeY’S? 33%1’5 cane& Kain’[ Glue: we 66116\76
that it Prolects you from malevolent Spirils. Now: st petween you and e,
its important o (e on your lookoul in These parls. ] cerlain unsavery find
cgc Sailor ﬁ’equey{fs ’[Kis eS’[aﬂiS&Ment ﬂﬁefe ave Yumors ’[&a’( tunnels vun
wnder the tavern To The viver, and pirates use them To smuggle dvinks to
their Ships, where They Pressgang them info SerVice. est To (e careful. Of
Dou’& like to je’[ a dvink, our next Stop 1§ quile fm(’ away. T©)ed pest pe on
ouy’ Wayy Soon. |
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No. 26, Trustees’ Garden Village
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{ﬁ’ aveler, tKiS land i§ wildermess, pul g Wanl you To vemempey ’[KjS- Space.
Not too Jong inlo he future, one of The moSt Tagic evenls in the Aistory of
ouy’ colonn w{ﬂ oceuy’ on ’[&is land.
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Hello. Traveler!
Welcome hack to
savannahl

River Street in the Morning, 1390



Hello, traveler! Welcome hack to the great state of Georgial It's been a while
since | last saw you! A lot has happened since you were here. God, let me
think. Well, there was a whole revolution just a couple of years after you
were here. You probably know what I'm talking about. Remember James
Wright? Big, fat loyalist to the British Crown. The British troops kept him as
governor for as long as they could. We were made capital of Georgia a little
while after the warl But, then it was Augusta, which | personally think was a
very bad decision. e became one of the largest suppliers of cotton in the
world before The Civil War. Then, we were struck by horribly destructive fires,
hurricanes, and a yellow fever epidemic. They left our city in ruin and killed
many of our citizens. Then, during the war, our city was spared in Sherman’s
March to the Sea; It was presented to President Lincoln as a Christmas
present. After emancipation, clear racial lines were drawn in Savannah.
Following WWI, our city expanded dramatically into what we call the Streetcar
suburbs. We kept producing cotton until the 19208, when the boll weevil
destroyed all of our crops, so we turned to other methods of profit. Our port
became one of the most active Atlantic shipyards, especially during WWII.
Beginning in the 1940s, Savannah was very important to the Civil Rights
Movement. The 5avannah effort was a strategy employing nonviolent protest,
which acted as a training ground for leaders within the NAACP. Around this
time, we hegan preserving our historical monuments. And just several
months ago, John Berendt published this book called "Midnight in the Garden
of Good and Evil." It’s supposed to be a very big deal. I've heard that they
expect tourism to boom after this. Well, that's what we’ve been up to. We've
been pretty busy! Now, let’s go see the city. A lot has changed.



Welcome to Wormsloe Historic Site. Beginning in 1850, soon after you left,
the Jones descendants built many different iterations of the Wormslow
House. George Frederick Tilghman Jones changed the spelling to Wormsloe
and built the grandest of the Wormsloe houses. Enslaved people harvested
oea Island cotton as a money crop, as well as seafood, poultry, fruits, nuts,
and vegetables. The family fled the house during the Civil War and only
returned to it as a summer estate away from their mansion in the city. In
916, the family returned to the house, which they dramatically expanded,
along with their gardens. The Jones family almost went broke, prompting
them to open the estate to the public as the Wormsloe Gardens, which
became a popular tourist attraction. In 1961, the family gifted the estate to
the non-profit Wormsloe Foundation, meaning that the 750 acres of land
owned by one of the most affluent families in Georgia history, who,
unsurprisingly, controlled the foundation, hecame tax exempt. Typical. In
1970, the Georgia Supreme Court revoked their tax exempt status, so that's
something. About 10 years ago, the Nature Conservancy acquired the land and
opened the Wormsloe Historic Site. If you see any groups of tourists, act
natural. They've started doing walking tours. Oh, that over there is the
famous oak-lined path. It leads to the Wormsloe House, where the Jones
family still lives. Strictly private property. Take a look around, and then we're
headed to the city. No more horseback, we've got a car.



il {F
SET | L0
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Wormsloe (1330), Oak-Lined
Drive, Plantation Entrance

Ny
5




Here, we return to Bonaventure, but you may notice that it looks a little
different. For over almost 150 years, Bonaventure has heen a cemetery, not a
plantation. During the Revolutionary War, the land changed hands many times,
but was eventually purchased by the Governor of Georgia, who happened to
be Colonel Mullryne’s grandson, Josiah Tattnall. The family developed a
private cemetery on the grounds and sold it to Peter Wiltherger in 1846, who
intended to develop a /0-acre public cemetery called “Evergreen.” And hoy,
that's what he did. The cemetery was purchased by the city in 1307 and
renamed to “Bonaventure.” At the time, it was a whites-only cemetery. Two
years later, Congregation Mickve Israel purchased adjoining land to add a
Jewish Burial Section. This year, 1994, the Bonaventure Historical Society was
formed to preserve the cemetery. This may be due to the popularity of
Midnight in the Garden, in which Bonaventure is a key setting. In fact, Sylvia
shaw Judson’s iconic sculpture Bird Girl graces the cover of the best-seller.
'll wager people will be coming from all over to see her.

Bonaventure has been
a tourist destination
for quite a while.
(Postcard, date
unknown.)




Welcome to Calhoun Square, once the sight of the Negro Burial Grounds. This
looks quite different, doesn't it traveler? What was once the rural outskirts
of our city has now hecome the bustling center of our Downtown Historic
District. As you saw as we were driving in, the city goes on for a couple
miles before we reach this spot. Quite the change, huh? What was once
known as the Negro Burial Grounds is now known as Calhoun Square. From
763 to 1851, the Negro Burial Grounds, as they were then called, was the only
place where enslaved people could legally be buried. The city maintained
records of the graves until 1855, when they stopped appearing on city plans.
The city named the square, under which mass amounts of enslaved people
are buried, after John C. Calhoun, a southern politician who led the State’s
Rights (to own enslaved people) Movement. Trust me, it looks very similar to
when it was renovated in [851.




Right: James Williams in front of the Mercer-Williams House

Traveler, as we approach our next stop, look at that synagogue. That's home
to Congregation Mickve Israel. Their congregation was founded in 1733,
making them the third oldest Jewish congregation in the United States. They
constructed their synagogue in 1820, and it's the oldest in the state. It's said
to be very beautiful. Ah, yes. Here’s our destination. You see, | was right; a
oreat mansion now stands on these grounds. Welcome to the Mercer-
Williams House. The house hegan construction in 1860, but was interrupted by
the Civil War. General Mercer, for whom the house was built, sold the
unfinished structure in 1886, meaning that no Mercer actually lived in the
Mercer-Williams House. Here in Savannah, however, it is customary for
houses to hear the name of hoth the family they were built for and the most
prominent family to live under its roof. The Mercer-Williams House is famous
for its architecture, and should you go inside, the house has many of the
same fixtures it was built with in 1868. The structure was vacant for a good
while, until it was bought by James A. Williams in 1969. Mr. Williams was one
of Savannah’s greatest preservationists. In his time here, he saved more than
b0 buildings in our city, including this beautiful home. Williams and the
Mercer-Williams House itself are the real-life inspiration for "Midnight In the
Garden of Good and Evil.”

 “ad
L A
oy AT
el } .
; I ] i
' =t I
a5
2 « NS
H
i | [ &
f
f
o !

| | . | B 1 dEia
| [ A 3 '] Y ET E" ap
' ! B ) i il : FTTT 1]
p f L A\ vl 754 | ; — e
Wia b | TREL A ! - T 4
= = e, S P =
2 r- Bl i Yoain s e

41#4
#_.-a- u==-—_-—"=”5""‘-'-°""

Above: Congregation Mickve Israel




Quite different, isn’t it, traveler? Welcome to the famed Sorrel-Weed House.
The house was constructed in 1840 for shipping merchant Francis Sorrel, one
of the wealthiest men in Savannah. Sorrel was born to a freed black woman
and French Colonel in what’s now Haiti. His mother died and his father
abandoned him when he was only five years old. Sorrel was targeted during
revolts intended to Kill colonists, but one of his father’s enslaved caretakers
took pity on him and smuggled him to Port Au Prince. Had it not been for this
enslaved individual and their family, young Francis would have died. Despite
their kindness, Sorrel still grew up to make his fortune buying and selling
enslaved peoples. Eventually, Sorrel moved to Savannah where he opened a
successful shipping company, moving @ number of goods, most notably,
enslaved people. He was wildly successful and commissioned the building of
his estate, making sure to include ample space to store the enslaved peoples
he traded. Sorrel and his family lived in the house for two decades until they
sold it to Henry Weed, a business owner from Connecticut. The Weed family
lived in the house until 1914, when it then remained vacant for many years,
until it was declared an historic landmark and was opened to the public.

Left: Sorrel-Weed House,
1936




Below-Reporting of the Axe Murders F f Ei

This looks a little strange for what ['ve been showing you, does it not? A
warehouse? Well, this warehouse was once the location of the Gribble House,
home of the Gribble family, who were victims of the 1309 Savannah Ax
Murders. Three women, Mrs. Eliza Gribble, Ms. Carrie Ohlander, and Mrs.
Maggie Hunter were all brutally murdered by an unknown man. Mrs. Ohlander
was assaulted as well. The police and city unfoundedly blamed a “Negro
man,” who they guarenteed to be the likely suspect, and publicized
discription. Vigilantes stormed the city, looking for the black man who had
supposedly murdered these women. In reality, on her deathbed, Maggie
Hunter told a priest that she and the other two women were attacked by her
estranged hushand, J. C. Hunter. This crime is known as one of the grizzliest
In 5avannah history, despite the city’s legacy of slavery.

Lot: The Grbble House 3 <A
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Hello, traveler. Remember last time you were here? We were right on the
edge of the city. Now we're in the very heart of the historic district. The city
spans miles around us. Quite a change, huh? Now this land holds the Owens-
Thomas House and Slave Quarters. The house was built in 1816 for shipping
merchant and slave-trader Richard Richardson by a team of freed and
enslaved men. The family moved in in 1919, but, over the next few years, were
struck by tragedy. After much of the family died, Richardson moved to
Louisiana, where he had business connections. Richardson had made his
fortune transporting enslaved people, mostly children back and forth from
New Orleans to 5avannah. The home was hought by the bank and was used as
a boarding house until 1830, when it was purchased by the mayor of
Savannah, George Welshman Owens. Owens moved in with his wife, Six
children, and nine to fifteen enslaved people. In addition to those he held on
this property, he also held 400 men, women, and children in enslavement on
his plantations around the city. The family lived in the house until 1951 when
Margaret Gray Thomas, descendant of Owens, passed away with no heirs. In
her will, she stipulated that the house hecome a museum, and it’s now open
to the public.

e ¢ Right: Owens-Thomas
UL EUUAOR House (1980)




Above: The Captain's Room
Left: The Pirates’ House

Welcome hack to The Pirates” House. Long after you left, in 1945, this whole
area was slated for destruction by the Savannah Gas Company. However, Mrs.
Mary Hillyer, wife of Savannah Gas Company President Mr. Hansell Hillyer,
recognized the historical importance of the area and successfully lobbied the
gas company to allow her to restore the neighborhood. The Hillyers moved
into this neighborhood to demonstrate their commitment and began to
restore a number of buildings, The Pirates” House included. In 1853, Herh
Traub and his business partner Jim Casey opened The Pirates’ House as a tea
room and dining establishment. The two were gifted in marketing, and
created a wildly successful business venture. During their leadership, The
Pirates” House hecame so popular that it expanded to 25 different dining
rooms. The upstairs is also a jazz club, run by the iconic Ben Tucker and
Emma Kelly. Kelly is one of the main characters in that new book | told you
about. | heard that the author’s mother got the first copy, and she got the
second!
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Traveler, this land, before it was as it is now, was called Ten Broeck Race
Course. On this land, one of the most tragic events in our state’s history
occurred. This is the site of Weeping Time, the largest slave auction ever to
occur in Georgia. The enslaved people sold at this auction belonged to Pierce
Mease Butler. He inherited his wealth from his grandfather, Major Pierce
Butler, one of the largest slaveholders in the country and author of the
Fugitive Slave Clause. After Major Butlers death, Mease Butler inherited two
island plantations and 900 slaves. Butler made foolish investments and
frequently gambled, causing him to amass substantial debt. In 1859, it was
decided that half of all slaves on his plantations would be sold to relieve his
debts. The notorious slave trader Joseph Bryan was commisioned for the
auction. The auction was going to take place in Johnson Square, but it was
determined that the slave pens already built on the square for past auctions
wouldn’t be hig enough. So the location was moved to the Ten Broeck Race
Course. Bryan heavily advertised the auction, and people from states as far
as Louisiana and Virginia came to participate. It is said that Savannah’s bars
and hotels were full in the days leading up to the auction. Northern journalist
Mortimer Thomson snuck into the event, posing as a buyer, and documented
the conditions of the auction.



He writes, “Into these sheds they were huddled pell-mell, without any more
attention to their comfort than was necessary to prevent their becoming ill
and unsalable... On the faces of all was an expression of heavy grief.” In 20
pages, he graphically describes the injustice of the auction, noting that
Mease Butler attended the auction to say goodbye to his “favorite slaves,”
giving each a freshly minted one dollar coin, as some sort of consillation.
Today, traveler, the Ten Broeck Race Course has heen obliterated. Now, there
sits a [umber yard. Nothing is here to commemorate one of the most violent
and unjust events to have taken place in our state. | told you earlier, this
event was called Weeping Time. This was named colloguially by the enslaved
people and their descendants. They described how the skies opened and wept
for two days during the auction in response to its tragedy.
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Hello again, traveler! Welcome back once again to the
beautiulb arlSeRSavEhNaEs S yE SRR () <\ Hn
celiple o Yedrs Siie S lePisic oSS =rc| DO EE
remember that book that I told you about? Midnight in
e daRdetor@oed and EVIESIte Rt R Lo e @
huge deal, and in the 1900s, we had 50 million people
VSl Ol @it el nielt] eeiieieeaat aale lasi | Tolll vivele
here, we weren't so much of a tourism center. Now, it's
our number one industry Many tourists say that
B R EohiicR oI SIorland architectiure, 1e8
Celera, el cenela Howvenel ilneieisisee e ilareaes e
development in tourism in our city, known academically
as ‘Dark Tourism.” This is tourism focused around death
or tragedy. For reference, a prime example of this would
be tours of the London Catacombs. You've probably
heard the popular adage in this city, ‘Savannah is a city
buil, on her dead.” And our tourism industry is milking
that Tor all that it's worth. The Travel Channel has sent
many a ghost hunting show here, you can stay in
haunted hotels, and there are dozens of gnost tours
through our city. In Tact, many of the spots you'll see
TodaSTREBNIENE ==l [N [he pasl have become
destinations on these walking tours. Let's get on our
way. IL's time Tor you to see how our city has changed.




Welcome back Lo Wormsloe Historic Site.

A 1oL of this should look Tamiliar. The physical space
has stayediargelinessdiic SInaENiEns . /cc =8
here. Miracles of historic preservation. The culture,
however, has shitted. Look down the road. Do you
see that little yellow blob in the distance? I'd bet you
that's a school bus here on a field trip. The kids will
respeds e aren Lo Veldel SHeEiees o fidiacl ([
probably Loo young Lo understand the magnitude or
Lhe history of this place. And over on your right, 100k
at the happy couple. See, since you were here last,

B SR W Gaze OfF [hings Called Planration
Weddings, Tfor which Wormsloe has become very
popular. Wormsloe describes the venue themselves
as ‘intimate” and ‘rustic.” Tripadvisor- it's this crazy
Lhing called an app, you should really look into it-

" "

calls the plantation ‘breathtaking,” ‘magical,” and
IR RaRIERFCalc. [Tisecms that singe Yo wWere Tirst
here, Wormsloe has been expertly sanitized or Its
ek N ERevEMaNEHTISIoriCal legacies. Feel tree to
|00k around. Take it in. See how much and how little
IfiStplaGes i msanged Themwe should go check
@UI e GIF L




Top to-Bottom
A Wormsloe de.dbr\?,,
The. Foumuou$ 0ok Lined,
Driwe, The Plauntotion,

House To-dnyf
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Welcome back Lo Bonaventure Cemetery. Although
Bonaventure hastaldiclisshecnsaspentic Siie, e
Nnow one of the most visited locations in and around
Savannah. An estimated 450,000 people come to
iieeemeren everl YearNifEtcing natlles or the
deceased, although some estimate this number to
be much higher. Now, Bonaventure, where people
are interred atter death, has become quite the
notable tourist attraction atter the publication of
SRR e GemeicalIS  said [0 De rite Wi
ghosts, and many come to visit the graves of

@il Rebiic damitine Cernetery) wanderngrpast
Lhe thousands of graves of those less famous. IU's
quite peculiar how this final resting place has
become an attraction in the same way River Street
Sihesls e #




This looks the same, doesn't it? Calhoun square is
very unusual in savannah in that it is one ol the only
sguares Uiy strrcting sl TN ERlEtrcs Thiee
were there when it was built. Around Calhoun
sguare, you can see old houses and churches, just
a=Aletiieeliiefn @O and it [SSisline seiNre = sl
unsurprisingly, named atter John C. Calhoun, despite
Lhe insultingly ironic nature ol who lies beneath the
sguare. Time traveler to time traveler, in several
Bedlea B s llaaedadcines will seek 1o rendtie
Calhoun Sguare, and it will cause guite a stir in the

City. 'm interested in seeing what will happen.

Sanbotm Fue Maps of Calhouty Sq e, 1950




Wwelcome back to the Mercer-Williams House. This
should ook quite Tamiliar, not much has changed in
appearance. But, boy has it become popular! As I told
you last time we werehnere, Midnightiiiene Garden
oI Good and Evil is based on the 1981 shooting of
Danny Hanstord by Williams in the house. However,
this IS not the only death Lo occur within the holise.
N 1969, 11-year-old Tommy Downs Tatally fell Trom
the roof of the house. Later, Wiliams would die in
the same room in which he shot Hanstord a year
arter he was acquitted of the murder. The tragedy
Sl dmgsinesRelse Nas @alsed rumors or
gResmEe S lrroLnd the Mereer-Wiliams  Heuse
SOMe report seeing the specter of a little boy on
one of the balconies. Others say they see Wiliams
Lhrowing one ol his Tamous Christimas parties. The
Mercer-Williams house is now described as one of
Lhe most haunted houses in the United States and is
a regular stop on many ghost Lours in the city. The
Lragedy surrounding this house has been expertly
commodified. Come. We still have lots to see.




[LE
fell in love with it.

villagemac o holiday



Welcoine bach oM =M e miie sl oS, deT
traveler, Now, TmtssseRoteStsEaE ke e Wishs
here, | didnesdlid diisidgesine nisreRiReiRine housss
but Lo explain its modern relevance, I must do just
that. The Sorrel-Weed House has become a popular
attraction on ghost tours, gaining a reputation as
another one or the most haunted homes i the
eI R R =R Ve fdE Thiese  SUDpeEEE
apparitions dre quite upsetting. Supposedly, the
s s RPN olSc are al result of (ie
Suicide of Frances Sorrel's wile, Matilda. The story
goes, in 1859, Matilda caught her husband having an
attair with an enslaved girl named Molly, and, out, of
sadness, threw herselt from an upstairs window.
Molly was said Lo have hung herselt atter the event
as well. In reality, Matilda was diagnosed with
depression, but this news was kept private as it
would have reflected poorly on her family. Her
suicide was most likely a result of mental ilness. It is
disputed who this ‘Molly” could be.




AN enslaved person named Molly worked on the
estate untll 1857, DUL was ScNETEeRNE A/ YOrk T
Jears berore thie tragedfR@haric SIERE=E \\/0 [NVEE
next door, also owned an enslaved person named
Molly, who the rumor could have been based on.
Fellewngsiiatidas suicide, Tthe® Savarnfigh elites
spEeletliaite HaEt Facis @qlPF Ssemm it ¢ lalEchs
woman because she was a voodoo vixen who had
seduced him and convinced Matilda to commit
suicide. In reality, sorrel most likely raped Molly and
many other enslaved women, some of whom,
Green and Sorrel would reportedly trade back and
BEfRReRrRcic oW Use. The house has became a
IRCEE=R G ghost tours  and paranormal
nvestigations. These specters that they attempt to
capture are the result of a history of abuse and
e e e -cnl I Chis hedser on whichr they
Simultaneously sanitize and Capitalize.




This warehouse now headquarters The Gribble
House Paranorinal Experience™ANgase o dOmeSEIE
violence, racismat taciiands o NefiENEslice, anaie
restlting: sluach - mob S ShEEs DeConSE- LOUNISE
destination. 'm uncertain of the extent to which the
pESlcsSRaEalisSEs anl) or thicserclemens: it Uod
ever investigate, please make note.

i cluotne aereceRiac O ehis Thomas House
EeEai= - NiicolE- Nasivecn opened as a muserim
this is one of the Tew stops we will see that hasn't
peen) talkerl avels ol Eae Bralds Sel Esans el S A
VISiLors can now see the opulence in which the
fTamilies who lived in the home enjoyed, contrasted
with the desolate conditions of the slave guarters.
The Owens Tamily kept many of the same enslaved
people as servants following the emancipation
pREEEENen . Iorang them totlive i the same
EohEiPion =Ml Wiee s slibjected Lo as enslaved
peoBle =N Is B recognizes Lhis dichotomy
more than makgrother places you will visit today,
Haneler




welcome back to The Pirates’ House! It hasn't
Changed muchrsiiee ieiiicrefaEmusic. LS SR
massive tull service restaurant, bar, and event
space. They now dress their wait Statr as pirates,
andrghost tolrs Vvisit the basement ofiide Pirates
House. The jazz club has since closed, and the
upstairs has been dominated by a gitt. shop. AsS you
remember, this locale was home to some of the
grizzliest sailors Savannah saw in her day. Now, one
EIRpepeCrREERlMpRIECM a SCAD student ififa
pirate costume.

.n”}'
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Sihce ™ ol * W= a=ii - = e i e
commemorated Weeping Time, albeil, very minimally.
The city has desigratetSRETTin CReRkssc as o Gl
park not far from here and has put tp a plague
commemorating the Weeping Time. The land in
which the park was built is one of the most
economically disadvantaged areas ol our city. On
March 3, 2008, 149 years after the auction, Mayor
Otis Johnson spoke, honoring those that had been
violently sold. Nigerian dirt was sprinkled over the
el a it eRNsOn pelited waker over It Lo
meE Gl il andincre the ceremont ended,
only a few miles Trom squares and statues honoring
violent slave owners. The land is still occupied by a
lumber mill. Now, Otis J. Brock Elementary School
stands where 438 men, women, and children were
ERlgRIeE i o debl 'd wader thal Georgia PUblic
Schools aren’t, teaching about the tragedy that took
place on the land they now stand.

the Ter Broeck Roce Trocks 8 :




Well, traveler, our time together has come to an end.
You’ve watched our city grow and change. You saw the virgin
land on which some of the greatest tragedies of our
country’s history occurred. And, not long after, you saw
how the city and its business people sanitized and
commodified those tragedies. One could argue that these
stories wouldn’t otherwise be told without the dark tourism
industry in our city. But traveler, when our tragedy
becomes trivialized for entertainment, those stories are
not done Jjustice. Savannah is a beautiful place. It is
built, however, on the backs of enslaved people, on women,
on immigrants, on Native Americans. Savannah, as you have
seen, has a rich, yet complicated history. Our city
shouldn’t be closed off to the world in penance, but it
also shouldn’t be reduced to fried foods served behind
haint blue doors and spooky specters on drunken trolley
tours. Our full history has to be unpacked not as a tourist
attraction but a complicated system of exploitation and
violence, of non-Abrahamic religion that has been
misunderstood and perverted, and of the opulence of
generational wealth built on enslavement. People will
continue to visit our city, and our city will continue to
be dependent on the revenue generated from their tourism.
So, now you and I and those conscious of this city’s
history have a responsibility. We must tell visitors our
true, complicated history. And I can only hope, traveler,
that they will listen.






